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Hippocampus A structure in the subcortical area of each hemisphere of the forebrain,
associated with memory. It is part of the limbic system, and is therefore also
involved in motivation, emotion and leaning

Hormones Chemical substances that circulate in the bloodstream and only affect target

organs. They are produced by glands in large quantities but disappear
quickly. Their effects are very powerful and widespread in the body.

Hypothalamus

A small subcortical brain structure which plays a major role in the body's
stress response and maintaining a state of balance (homeostasis) by
regulating many of its key processes such as heart rate and body
temperature.

The part of the personality driven by the pleasure principle, which functions
only n the unconscious and is made up of selfish aggressive instincts that
demand immediate gratification

Limbic system

Subcortical structures in the brain (including hypothalamus and amygdala)
thought to be closely involved in regulating emotional behaviour including
aggression

Mesocorticolimbic.
pathway

Sometimes called the ‘reward pathway’ it involves several regions of the
brain. When activated by a rewarding stimulus, information travels from the
ventral tegmental area to the nucleus accumbens and then up to the
prefrontal cortex

MZ twins

Develop from one fertilised egg and are genetically identical

Natural selection

Inherited traits that enhance an animals reproductive success are passed on
to the next generation and thus ‘selected’ whereas animals without such
traits are less successful at reproduction and their traits are not selected.

Neuron

The basic building block of the nervous system. Neurons are nerve cells that
process and transmit messages through electrical and chemical signals.





