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Classical Era Concerto Composer Timeline

The Classical era (approximately 1750-1820) saw the development and refinement of 
the concerto form, with composers expanding its structure and expressive possibilities. 
Below is a timeline detailing key composers and their contributions to the concerto 
during the Classical period.

• 1750 - Carl Philipp Emanuel Bach (1714-1788)

• Notable Works: Concerto for Harpsichord in D minor (1731), Concerto for Piano in 
E-flat major (1753)

• Contribution: Although primarily a Baroque composer, C.P.E. Bach's concertos 
transitioned toward the Classical style, especially his keyboard concertos, which 
influenced later Classical composers with their expressive depth and technical 
demands.

• 1756 - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

• Notable Works: Piano Concerto No. 9 in E-flat major, K. 271 (1777), Violin Concerto 
No. 3 in G major, K. 216 (1775)

• Contribution: Mozart's concertos exemplify the Classical style, characterized by 
clear structure, thematic development, and balance between soloist and orchestra. 
His contributions significantly shaped the concerto form.

• 1764 - Johann Christian Bach (1735-1782)

• Notable Works: Concerto for Harpsichord in D minor, Op. 1 No. 1 (1763), Piano 
Concerto in E-flat major, Op. 7 No. 5 (1768)

• Contribution: J.C. Bach, also known as the “London Bach,” was influential in the 
development of the Classical concerto, particularly with his contributions to the 
early piano concerto repertoire and his efforts in balancing soloist and orchestral 
parts.

• 1767 - Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

• Notable Works: Concerto for Trumpet in E-flat major (1796), Concerto for Cello in C 
major (1765)

• Contribution: Haydn contributed to the concerto form with works for various 
instruments, including the trumpet and cello. His concertos are noted for their 
clarity, thematic development, and incorporation of Classical stylistic elements.

• 1773 - Leopold Mozart (1719-1787)

• Notable Works: Concerto for Trumpet and Orchestra in D major  (1777)

• Contribution: Leopold Mozart, father of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, was known for 
his pedagogical works and contributions to the concerto repertoire, particularly for 
the trumpet, which influenced later Classical composers.



• 1777 - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

• Notable Works: Piano Concerto No. 20 in D minor, K. 466 (1785), Piano Concerto 
No. 21 in C major, K. 467 (1785)

• Contribution: These works are prime examples of Mozart's mastery of the concerto 
form, with rich emotional depth, structural innovation, and intricate dialogue 
between the soloist and orchestra.

• 1784 - Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

• Notable Works: Piano Concerto No. 1 in C major, Op. 15 (1800), Piano Concerto 
No. 3 in C minor, Op. 37 (1803)

• Contribution: Beethoven's early concertos demonstrate his development of the 
Classical concerto form, blending Classical clarity with his own expanding 
emotional and structural innovations.

• 1785 - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

• Notable Works: Piano Concerto No. 22 in E-flat major, K. 482 (1786), Violin 
Concerto No. 5 in A major, K. 219 (1775)

• Contribution: These concertos highlight Mozart's evolution as a composer, 
featuring complex interactions between soloist and orchestra and showcasing his 
ability to blend elegance with expressive depth.

• 1796 - Joseph Haydn

• Notable Works: Trumpet Concerto in E-flat major (1796), Cello Concerto in C major 
(1765)

• Contribution: Haydn’s late concertos, particularly for trumpet, reflect his continued 
innovation and mastery of the Classical concerto form, influencing the 
development of instrumental solo music.

• 1799 - Ludwig van Beethoven

• Notable Works: Piano Concerto No. 4 in G major, Op. 58  (1806), Piano Concerto 
No. 5 in E-flat major, Op. 73 (1809)

• Contribution: Beethoven’s later concertos mark a transition from Classical to early 
Romantic styles, with innovative structures, expanded orchestration, and dramatic 
expression.

• 1820 - Death of Ludwig van Beethoven

• The end of Beethoven's life marks the close of the Classical era and the beginning of 
the Romantic period, although his concerto works continued to influence 
composers in the new era.

This timeline highlights key composers and their contributions to the concerto during 
the Classical era, showcasing the evolution of the form from its early development to 
the sophisticated works of the late Classical period.
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