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ESL SPEAKING ACTIVITY



Mystery at Mr. Grim’s Mansion

Class time: 60-90 minutes

was written for intermediate to advanced ESL levels for
d also be used with non-ESL students.

* Print og rview sheet for each student
* Cut out SIS IT s. Put the 8 p.m. cards in one envelope (or pile),

The twistin this story is stery; rather, it is just a mystery.

The students are told that ey must figure out how he died.
Naturally, they assume he has r, in the end, they discover that he'd
had a heart attack after coming across house.

The first part of the activity has stud r in order to get
background character information, possible w €s.

The second part requires students to ask
map is provided) before and after the murder.

werein (a

The story contains elements of the game Clue (or Clu

In this file, you will find:
~1 11 Character cards (assign one character to each stude
~I A map of the house (give one to each student)

_ An interview worksheet (give one to each student)

Notes
Zl Pre-read the character cards and modify as necessary. Some notes regarding
this:



o Two of the characters, Wanda and Takeshi, are meant to be lovers;
remove this if you feel it's too silly.

o The gardener Randy has a bottle of vodka which isn't essential to the
plot.

are Wally (the cobra-bringer), Dr. Patel (the doctor
;rim's heart condition), and Todd Grim (the son who was
ra). The rest are optional. Some pairs (e.g. the lovers

+ props (wigs, hats, ete.) in the

on for the weekend. Many
other guests are there too. It 1Is now S ay at So.m. Suddenly, the
Butler, Barton, calls all of you into

3) Announce the Death

(Put on fake mustache, pretending to be the
*I am the butler. Mr. Grim is dead, and I

you can't find out howhe died, then I'll call the
to jaill You all knew him. Interview each other &
names, jobs, relationship with Mr. Grim, and if yo
party.”

4) Students Interview Each Other (20-40 mins)
Guests interview each other to get character information. Give
interview sheet on page 9 so they can write down information a5t
characters. They only need to fill in the first three columns. The other two
columns about time are for later.

Each character has the answers pertaining to the first three columns on



their character cards. While the interviewing is happening, monitor Wally,
Dr. Patel, and Todd Grim to ensure they are sharing the key information for
the plot.

5) each guest (on pg. 10)

8)
“I found the body 8,

Find out whe S - before and afferthis time.”

Before they start inte Wilg eagliother again, you'll need to distribute
room cards to ce 3 ot others. Have the students look at
their character caras. : describe what they were doing at

8:00 and 8:30 p.m. or {t 58 ke reom card” for one (or both) of the
times. If it says “take a c ' v a card for that time from the

7) More Interviewing (20-30 ming

Tell the guests to find out where everyone w
time the body was found. Note that this is
progressive/continuous tense. Tell them
two columns of the interview sheet.

8) Final announcement by the butler:
“The body was found in the study. There wasnob
body.

Please think about it. That is all the information I have.
think happened in groups. If you think you know what happen
come see me.”

(Looking at the map, they'll be able to see that no one was in the study
during the night. However, they should be able to notice that Wally found his
snake in the adjoining room at 8:30. And the fact that there was no blood on



Africa.

s a friend of Mr. Grim's son, Todd Grim. You often travel together.
2 at the sion because you want to invite Mr. Grim’s son to go hunting with
O

1) You are Mr.
his health. Mr.
heart attack.

2) Items: You have

8:00 pm: [take 8:00 roc
8:30 pm: [take 8:30 room card]

e to the party because are very worried about
You were worried that he might have a

Name: Todd Grim
1) You are Mr. Grim's son. You are atr
recently just came back from a trip
live there. Your friend named Wal

2) Items: wasabi, samurai sword

8:00 pm: [take 8:00 room card]
8:30 pm: [take 8:30 room card]

ve traveled the world. You
mansion because you
ion.

Name: Randy
1) You are Mr. Grim's gardener. You are at the

amount of money since 1980.
2) Items: a chainsaw, bottle of vodka

8:00 pm: [take 8:00 room card]
8:30 pm: [take 8:30 room card]

there. You hate Mr. Grim because he's cheap. He's been pa




Ar. Grim’s business partner. Secretly, you hate him. You wish he were
could control the company.

daughter. You are rich. You hate your dad
hat you want to do. You wanted to go to Paris this

Name: Takeshi Fujimo

1) You are Mr. and Mrs. s personal fi ner. You are in very good
shape. You have a black belt in karate to the mansion because Mrs.
Grim’s wife (Wanda) invited you. in a romantic
relationship with Wanda for a 't know.

2) tems: energy drink, jump rope, co

8:00 pm: [take 8:00 room card]
8:30 pm: in the basement (with W

Name: Wanda Grim

1) You are Mr. Grim’s wife. You are rich, but y Grim.
He's boring, and you're bored. Secretly, you ai { ionship with
your fitness trainer, Takeshi Fujimoto. You like the excit i secret
lover.

2) tems: mobile phone, a book about yoga

8:00 pm: [take 8:00 room card]
8:30 pm: in the basement (with Takeshi)




Name: Mrs. Agatha Royce

1) You are Mr. Grim’s neighbor. You have been living beside the Grim family for

) years. You hate them, especially the daughter who always plays loud music at
ght. You wish they would leave the town so you could live peacefully.

peanuts, tissues, yarn and needles for knitting

2 8:00 room card]
8:30 room card]

party, but you heard music so you walked in off the
how rich Mr. Grim is. You are amazed at all the

: : collection
8:30 pm: [take 8:30 r

Name: Kelly Dolorosa
1) You have been Mr. Grim's " h school. You've been a
quite worried recently about anci lost all your money!).
Tonight, you were planning to uss s with Mr. Grim. Maybe
he might have a job available for

2) tems: old photograph (from the h

8:00 pm: [take 8:00 room card]
8:30 pm: [take 8:30 room card]
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