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Context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Context 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

 

‘Fairly large suburban 

house belonging to a 

prosperous manufacturer’ 

 

  

 

 

‘a heavy looking, rather 

portentous man in his 

middle fifties with fairly 

easy manners but rather 

provincial in his speech’  

 

 

 

 

 

‘you ought to like this port, 

Gerald…it’s exactly the 

same port your father gets 

from him’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘lower costs and higher 

prices’ 

 

 

 

 

 

‘we’re in for a time of 

steadily increasing 

prosperity’   

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘absolutely unsinkable’  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

‘she had a lot to say – far 

too much –n she had to 

go’ 

 

 

 

 

‘horrid business’  

 

 

 

 

 

‘we’ve been had, that’s all’ 

 

  

 

 

‘the famous younger 

generation who know it 

all’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise why the character of Birling is important and how he links to Priestley’s message:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

 

‘A rather cold woman and her 

husband’s social superior’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Very well, just a little thank you’  

 

 

 

 

 

‘I’ll ring when we want coffee’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I think Sheila and I better go into the 

drawing room’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘silly boy’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘claiming elaborate fine feelings and 

scruples’  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation Analysis  

 

 

‘impertinent’ 

 

 

 

‘I did nothing to be 

ashamed of’ 

 

 

 

‘Oh – Eric – how could 

you?’ 

 

 

 

‘he never talked like 

one…never even looked 

like one’ 

 

 

‘They’re over tired. In the 

morning they’ll be as 

amused as we are’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise why the character of Mrs Birling is important and how she links to Priestley’s message

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quotation Analysis  

 

 

‘rather pleased and very 

excited’ 

 

 

 

 

 

‘now I really do feel 

engaged…Is this the one 

you wanted me to have' 

  

 

 

 

‘But these girls aren’t 

cheap labour’  

 

 

 

 

 

‘this girl had been 

impertinent’  

 

 

 

 

 

‘why – you – fool – he 

knows’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘cutting in’ 

 

 

 

 

‘you mustn’t try to build 

up a wall between us 

and that girl’ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation Analysis  

 

‘impertinent is such a 

silly word’ 

 

 

 

 

 

‘mother, don’t you see?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I still can’t forget’ 

 

 

 

 

‘I remember what he 

said…fire and blood and 

anguish’ 

  

 

 

‘Not yet. It’s too soon. I 

must think.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise why the character of Shelia Birling is important and how she links to Priestley’s mess

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Quotation Analysis  

 

 

‘Not quite at ease, half-shy, 

half-assertive’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘suddenly guffaws’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘(involuntary) My God!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘could I have a drink first?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘And that’s when it 

happened. And I didn’t 

even remember – that’s the 

hellish thing’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘She was a good sport’ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quotation Analysis  

 

‘You’re not the kind of 

father a chap could go 

to when he’s in trouble’ 

 

 

 

‘you don’t understand 

anything’ 

 

 

 

 

 

‘we all helped to kill her’ 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I agree with Sheila. It 

frightens me too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise why the character of Eric Birling is important and how he links to Priestley’s message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

 

 

 

‘easy, well-bred man about 

town’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I’ve told you I was awfully 

busy at work’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Well, this will help to stop 

it (produces a ring) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘I know we’d have done 

the same thing. Don’t look 

at me like that Sheila’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘It’s a favourite haunt of 

woman of the town’ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

‘She was very pretty – soft 

brown hair and big dark 

eyes – (breaks off) My 

God!’ 

 

 

 

‘as I’m rather more – 

upset – by this business 

than I probably appear to 

be’  

 

 

 

‘that man wasn’t a police 

officer’  

 

 

 

 

‘Everything’s all right now 

Sheila. What about this 

ring?’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise why the character of Gerald Croft is important and how he links to Priestley’s message: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

 

 

‘sharp ring of the 

doorbell’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘massiveness, solidity 

and purpose’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘man in a dark suit’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘cutting in’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘a chain of events’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘burnt her insides out’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘It’s better to ask for the 

earth than to take it’  

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

 

‘Goole. G, double O, L, 

E’  

 

 

 

 

‘we’ll have to share our 

guilt’ 

 

 

 

 

‘Each of you helped to 

kill her’ 

 

 

 

‘Millions and millions 

and millions of Eva 

Smiths and John 

Smiths’  

 

 

 

‘we are member of one 

body’  

 

 

 

 

‘fire and blood and 

anguish’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise why the character of Inspector Goole is important and how he links to Priestley’s message: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

Analysis of her name:  

 

Eva 

 

 

 

Smith  

 

 

 

Daisy  

 

 

 

Renton  

 

 

 

Inspector: ‘She’d 

swallowed a lot of strong 

disinfectant. Burnt her 

insides out’  

 

 

 

 

Mr Birling: ‘lively, 

good-looking girl’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Birling: ‘She had to go’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila: ‘she was very 

pretty and looked as if she 

could take care of herself’ 

 

 

 

 

Sheila: ‘impertinent’  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quotation  Analysis  

 

Gerald: ‘very pretty – soft 

brown hair and big dark 

eyes’  

 

 

Gerald: ‘she was young and 

pretty – and intensely 

grateful’  

 

 

Mrs Birling: ‘As if a girl of 

that sort would ever refuse 

money’ 

 

 

Mrs Birling: ‘I didn’t like her 

manner’  

 

 

 

Eric: ‘I didn’t even 

remember – that’s the 

hellish thing’ 

 

 

Eric: ‘good sport’  

 

 

 

 

Inspector: ‘there are millions 

and millions of Eva Smiths 

and John Smiths’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarise why the character of Eva Smith is important and how she links to Priestley’s message

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


