COVERNMENTAND |
LAW MAKERS

LAW MABREES

A Govemment's jobisto govern - and 2 crucial part of thatis

determining how to deal with Jaw and order.

In Medieval and most of Early Modern times, it was the King or Queen

who was responsib\e for the Law- 1t was their job \iterally to “keep

the peace”. Inthe 13" Century King Henry codified 2 lot of Er\g\and’ s

laws — meaning he made them the same throughout the country-

gefore that, there had peen wide regional yariations-

After the Civil War in 1649, parliament took control of the country and
nd order. It has been the same ever

the Home officeis respor\s'\b\e
prisons; the probation service, crime, courts and counter

Governments decide what is a crime and what is not, albeit with

advice from other s'lgmﬂcant groups-
Bishops, for example, were always consulted o laws inthe Middle
Ages, pecause religion Was so vital to the whole concept©
punishment and the king needed to keep them on side.
In Early Modern Britain, laws pecame 'mcreasing\y harsh as the
wealthy govemment members tried to protect themselves and
property.
Andin industrial times, it was the Government which decided
abandon the policy of Transportation and focus on sending ¢
to prison-
ltis also the job of the Government to ensure the criminal it
system meets the needs of the people that it governs: Ifa
appears; o7 anoldone inanew form, such as identity thef
example, |aw-makers may introduce new laws to tackle it
Whatever the Government does, however, will also be ir
its own po\itica\ peliefs and agenda-
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