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Reducing crime levels can be helped by:
•designing areas and houses to make it more difficult for 
crimes to be committed

•adding warnings and alarms so that people are more 
aware of when crimes are being committed

•tracking goods and people after a crime has been 
committed
Methods used when designing out crime in 
housing estates are:

•Cul-de-sacs - to make it easy to notice someone who is not 
supposed to be there.

•Open spaces in public areas and footpaths - to allow 
everyone to keep an eye on suspicious behaviour. It is 
better to avoid having covered areas such as underpasses.

•Building houses looking out over the public areas - to 
increase the amount of defensible space (a residential 
environment whose physical characteristics – building layout 
and site plan – function to allow inhabitants themselves to 
become key agents in ensuring their security).

•Target hardening of existing buildings and areas is another 
way to help reduce crime. This means that someone might 
add locks to their windows. A building might have high 
fences built around it, warning signs added, or CCTV 
installed.
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