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Next, two portly gentlemen visit
Scrooge to ask for some donations for
the poor. Scrooge refuses to donate
any money and says:

“I can't afford to make dle people
merry” and “If they would rather
die...they had better dot, and
decrease the surplus population”

‘What does this show about his
attitude to the poor?

Scrooge returns back to his
melancholy home, and i vsited by
Mearley's Ghost. At first he refuses to
believe what he is sees, but eventually
is terrified, and begins to isten.
Marley explains that he “wears the
chains he forged inlife” and since his
death has experienced “No rest, no
peace. Incessant torture of remorse.”

Why is Marley

g punished?

What

purgatory?

Before Marley leaves Scrooge, he
explains that Scrooge wil be visited
by three more ghosts. In order to
receive ‘chance and hope of
‘escaping’ Marley's fate’ he must
listen to the spirits and learn from
them,

Why would the supernatural be
particularly interesting to a
Victorian reader?

Why is the theme of redemption
significant here?
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Old Serooge sat busy in his counting-house.
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‘We are introduced to Scrooge on
Christmas Eve In Victorian London,
We are told that he s ‘a squeezing,
wrenching, grasping, scraping,
covetous, old sinner’ and
‘solitary as an oyster’ and ‘hard as
sharp asflint”

We also learn this old business partner
Jacob Marley, died 7 years ago

What do these quotations reveal
about Scrooge?

‘We are also ntroduced to Scrooge's clerk—
Bab Cratchit. He has to workin a ‘dismal
celland afire 'so very much smaller’
than Scrooge's ‘that it looked like one
coal"

‘Why does Dickens show us Bob's poor
treatment n stave one?

Next, Scrooge's nephew —Fred —
arrives. He tries to encourage
Scrooge to join him for Christmas
day. Scrooge refuses. Fred givesa
speech which highlights how he
values the importance of Christmas
and says “though it has never put a
scrap of gold or silverin my
pocket..it has done me good,

‘and will do me good”

How else does Fred differ to
Scrooge?
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