
Rock 'n' Roll



Rock 'n' Roll: The Birth of a Musical Revolution

Rock 'n' roll is a style of music that exploded onto the 
scene in the 1950s and quickly became one of the most 
influential genres in music history. It’s known for its 
energetic beats, catchy melodies, and a rebellious spirit 
that changed the music world forever.

The roots of rock 'n' roll can be traced back to earlier styles 
like rhythm and blues (R&B) and country music. Early rock 
'n' roll often featured electric guitars, strong rhythms, and 
lively performances. One of the most famous early rock 'n' 
roll musicians was Elvis Presley, often called "The King of 
Rock 'n' Roll." His energetic performances and unique 
voice helped bring rock 'n' roll into the spotlight.

Another key figure was Chuck Berry, known for his 
incredible guitar skills and hits like "Johnny B. Goode." His 
guitar riffs and showmanship were huge influences on the 
genre. Little Richard also made a big impact with his wild 
performances and hit songs like "Tutti Frutti."

Rock 'n' roll is characterized by its upbeat tempo, driving 
rhythm, and simple, memorable lyrics. The genre often 
features a strong backbeat, which means the emphasis is 
on the second and fourth beats of a measure, making the 
music feel really danceable.

As rock 'n' roll evolved, it led to the development of many 
new styles, including rock, punk, and heavy metal. Even 
today, rock 'n' roll continues to inspire new generations of 
musicians and fans, showing just how powerful and lasting 
this genre has become.



Answer the following questions based 
on the information on the previous page.
1. In which decade did rock 'n' roll first become 

popular?

2. What are two earlier music styles that influenced 
rock 'n' roll?

3. Who is often called "The King of Rock 'n' Roll" and 
why?

4. Name a famous early rock 'n' roll musician known for 
his guitar skills and hit song "Johnny B. Goode."

5. What type of performance style is Little Richard 
known for?

6. What are some key features of rock 'n' roll music, 
such as its rhythm and tempo?

7. How did rock 'n' roll influence the development of 
other music styles?

8. Why is rock 'n' roll considered an important and 
lasting genre in music history?



1950's Rock 'n' Roll Timeline

• Here's a timeline specifically focused on key events and milestones in 
1950s rock 'n' roll:

• 1954:______________ records "That's All Right" at Sun Studio in Memphis, 
Tennessee. This track is often recognized as one of the first rock 'n' roll 
records and marks the beginning of Presley's influential career.

• 1955: Chuck Berry releases "____________________," a song that becomes 
a major hit and is considered one of the first rock 'n' roll records to gain 
widespread popularity. Berry's innovative guitar style and energetic 
performance help define the genre.

• 1956: Elvis Presley becomes a major star with his hit single 
"_______________________" His appearance on "The Ed Sullivan Show" 
makes him a household name and brings rock 'n' roll into the 
mainstream.

• 1956: _________________releases "Tutti Frutti," a high-energy song that 
becomes a rock 'n' roll classic and showcases his exuberant 
performance style.

• 1957: Jerry Lee Lewis releases "Whole Lotta Shakin' Goin' On," a dynamic 
rock 'n' roll hit known for its energetic __________ performance and 
charismatic delivery.

• 1958:____________________ releases "That’ll Be the Day," a hit single that 
demonstrates his distinctive vocal style and innovative use of the electric 
guitar. Holly's influence helps shape the future of rock 'n' roll.

• 1959: The tragic plane crash kills Buddy Holly, ____________________, and 
J.P. "____________________" Richardson. This event, known as "The Day 
the Music Died," marks a significant moment in rock 'n' roll history.

• 1959: Despite the loss of early stars, rock 'n' roll continues to evolve, with 
artists like Johnny Cash and Everly Brothers contributing to its ongoing 
popularity and growth.

• This timeline captures the pivotal moments and influential figures that 
shaped rock 'n' roll during the 1950s, a decade that was crucial in 
defining and popularizing the genre.

Fill in the blanks using the words / names at the bottom of the page 
and research. 

Little Richard Buddy Holly
Maybelline Piano

The Big Bopper Ritchie Valens
Heartbreak Hotel

Elvis Presley



Key Features of Rock 'n' Roll
Here’s a breakdown of the key features:
• Strong Beats: At the heart of rock ‘n’ roll is a 

steady, driving beat. The drums and bass create a 
rhythm that’s hard to ignore, often using a 4/4 time 
signature. This gives the music its energetic and 
danceable feel.

• Electric Guitar Riffs: The electric guitar is a star in 
rock ‘n’ roll. It often plays catchy riffs and solos 
that stand out in the song. These riffs are 
memorable, repetitive patterns that hook 
listeners and make the music instantly 
recognizable.

• Blues Influence: Rock ‘n’ roll has deep roots in 
blues music. It often features the 12-bar blues 
structure, which is a sequence of chords that gives 
the genre its signature sound. This influence can 
be heard in the guitar solos and vocal styles.

• Energetic Vocals: Singers in rock ‘n’ roll use 
powerful, expressive voices. They might shout or 
use a rough edge to their singing, which adds 
excitement and emotion to the songs. The lyrics 
often tell stories of love, rebellion, and adventure.

• Simple Chord Progressions: Rock ‘n’ roll songs 
usually stick to simple chord progressions, like I-
IV-V (for example, C-F-G). This makes the music 
easy to play and sing along with, and it gives the 
songs their straightforward, catchy feel.
These elements combine to create rock ‘n’ roll’s 
dynamic and rebellious sound, making it a genre 
that continues to captivate and energize listeners 
of all ages.



Create a glossary using the highlighted 
terms on the previous page.
Term Definition



Fact File

Elvis Presley 

• Full Name: Elvis Aaron Presley
• Born: January 8, 1935, in Tupelo, Mississippi, 

USA
• Died: August 16, 1977, in Memphis, 

Tennessee, USA
• Nickname: "The King of Rock 'n' Roll"
• Genres: Rock 'n' Roll, Pop, Country
• Notable Hits: "Heartbreak Hotel," "Jailhouse 

Rock," "Hound Dog," "Can't Help Falling in 
Love"

• Key Achievements:
• Breakthrough: Recorded "That's All 

Right" in 1954, marking his entry into rock 
'n' roll.

• Influence: Revolutionized popular music 
with his dynamic voice and charismatic 
performances.

• Movies: Starred in over 30 films, including 
"Love Me Tender" and "Blue Hawaii."

• Awards: Received numerous awards, 
including 14 Grammy nominations and 3 
wins.

• Elvis Presley’s impact on music and pop 
culture remains profound, making him an 
enduring icon in entertainment history.



Elvis Presley Listening Task - "Heartbreak Hotel".

Listen to Elvis Presley's Heartbreak Hotel. 

• What instrument plays a prominent and distinctive role in the introduction of 
"Heartbreak Hotel"?

• A) Saxophone
• B) Piano
• C) Electric guitar
• D) Drums

• How would you describe the rhythm of "Heartbreak Hotel"?
• A) Syncopated and irregular
• B) Steady and straightforward
• C) Complex and shifting
• D) Fast and upbeat

• What is the tempo of "Heartbreak Hotel"?
• A) Allegro (fast)
• B) Moderato (moderate)
• C) Adagio (slow)
• D) Andante (walking pace)

• How is the melody of "Heartbreak Hotel" typically characterized?
• A) Smooth and flowing
• B) Melancholic and repetitive
• C) Fast and energetic
• D) Jazzy and improvisational

• How would you describe Elvis Presley’s vocal style in "Heartbreak Hotel"?
• A) Smooth and mellow
• B) Energetic and loud
• C) Deep and dramatic
• D) Nasal and high-pitched

• What type of chord progression is commonly used in "Heartbreak Hotel"?
• A) Simple I-IV-V
• B) Complex jazz chords
• C) Minor key modulation
• D) Classical harmonic progression

• How does the dynamic range of "Heartbreak Hotel" contribute to its overall 
mood?

• A) It remains very consistent throughout
• B) It features dramatic changes to highlight emotional parts
• C) It is mostly soft and restrained
• D) It is loud and aggressive throughout

• What is the typical structure of the song "Heartbreak Hotel"?
• A) Verse-Chorus-Verse-Chorus-Bridge
• B) Intro-Verse-Chorus-Verse-Chorus-Outro
• C) Intro-Verse-Verse-Chorus-Outro
• D) AABA Form



• Full Name: Charles Hardin Holley
• Birth Date: September 7, 1936
• Birth Place: Lubbock, Texas, USA
• Death Date: February 3, 1959
• Death Place: Clear Lake, Iowa, USA
• Genres: Rock ‘n’ roll, Rockabilly
• Instruments: Vocals, guitar
• Notable Hits: “That’ll Be the Day,” “Peggy Sue,” “Oh 

Boy!,” “Rave On”
• Career Highlights:

• Innovative Sound: Buddy Holly was a pioneer of rock ‘n’ roll, 
known for his unique sound that combined rockabilly with 
pop and rhythm & blues.

• Influential Style: He was one of the first rock stars to use 
the Fender Stratocaster electric guitar and to have a band 
with a distinct image, including his signature glasses.

• Short Career: Despite a brief career, Holly’s influence on 
music was profound. He inspired future rock legends like 
The Beatles, who admired his songwriting and style.

• Legacy: Holly’s career was tragically cut short when he 
died in a plane crash at age 22, a day famously known 
as "The Day the Music Died." His innovative approach to 
music continues to influence artists today.

• Buddy Holly remains a key figure in the history of rock 
‘n’ roll, remembered for his creativity, charisma, and 
lasting impact on the genre.

Fact File

Buddy Holly



Listen to Elvis Presley's Heartbreak Hotel. 

1. What is the primary chord progression used in the first verse and chorus of "That’ll Be 
the Day"?

• A) I-IV-V
• B) ii-V-I
• C) I-vi-IV-V
• D) IV-I-V-vi

2. Which instrument prominently features a distinctive riff in "That’ll Be the Day"?
• A) Piano
• B) Lead guitar
• C) Drums
• D) Bass guitar

3. In the rhythm section of "That’ll Be the Day," which drum pattern is most noticeable in 
driving the beat?

• A) Syncopated snare drum hits
• B) Steady eighth-note hi-hat
• C) Triplet-based patterns
• D) Jazz swing rhythm

4. What type of guitar effect is used on the lead guitar in "That’ll Be the Day"?
• A) Reverb
• B) Distortion
• C) Delay
• D) Chorus

5. How does Buddy Holly’s vocal delivery in the chorus of "That’ll Be the Day" primarily differ 
from the verse?

• A) It becomes softer and more subdued
• B) It features a higher pitch and more energetic delivery
• C) It includes more instrumental solos
• D) It becomes slower and more relaxed

6. Which rhythmic pattern is commonly used in the guitar strumming throughout the chorus 
of "That’ll Be the Day"?

• A) Dotted rhythms
• B) Straight quarter notes
• C) Syncopated off-beats
• D) Sixteenth-note triplets

7. Explain how the use of the I-IV-V chord progression in "That’ll Be the Day" contributes to 
the song’s rock ‘n’ roll style and overall energy.

8. Describe how the interaction between the lead guitar riff and the rhythm section in the 
first verse and chorus of "That’ll Be the Day" creates a cohesive and dynamic sound.

Buddy Holly Listening Task – "That'll be the Day"
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